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Alliance of States

For more than a year, Illinois lawmakers [ et il el o ik e o p
along with leaders in education and the REEGEEENRTETETer e le Heleli ol
economy examined higher education in [seiuielSie Rl

the state. The result, in December 2008, was the
Illinois Public Agenda for College and Career Success, a
blueprint to guide state education policy for the

http://www.ibhe.state.il.us/

next decade.

Big goals

State leaders recognize that Illinois is divided: one group is well-educated, engaged and prosperous.
The other is underserved, disenfranchised and struggling to make ends meet. This division occurs
not only along racial and economic lines, but also generationally, as young adults are not graduating
at the rates of their elders. Illinois has always relied on well-educated newcomers to meet its labor
market needs. Gov. Pat Quinn and state officials acknowledge this cannot continue if Illinois is to
become a leader in education and industry.

The work that went into Illinois Public Agenda started a conversation in the state about the
importance of college completion, the relationship between education and the state’s economy and
the needs of businesses.

Illinois Public Agenda tackles many of the systemic challenges entrenched in the state’s higher
education system, such as escalating costs and too many obstacles that force young people to “stop
out” of their educations. The 10-year plan also incorporates strategies and solutions meant to drive
up completion rates, with an emphasis on high-demand careers.

Leadership for success

The goals set out in the report were the impetus behind the state’s “Baccalaureate Completion Grant
Program” which was enacted by the Illinois General Assembly last year to expand access to upper-
level college courses. Legislators also created a P-20 longitudinal data system to track student
progress and identify weaknesses in the educational system.

Lawmakers also see making college more affordable and accessible to lower-income families and
those in rural areas as a priority. Supporting baccalaureate completion programs closer to home,
improving credit transfers and developing quality distance learning and dual credit programs will
all help raise Illinois’s completion rates.
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By the end of this decade,
more than 60% of jobs
will require college education.’

Today, 43% of Illinois’s adults aged 25-34
have a college deg.'ree.2

Job growth across the U.S., 2010-2020:

High-growth jobs

Dental hygienist Associate degree

Computer software

Required education

Bachelor’s degree

engineer

HVAC/. rfafrlgeratlon Certificate
mechanic

Ph¥51ca1 therapist Associate degree
assistant

Network systems Bachelor’s degree
analyst

Licensed practical
nurse

Certificate

Too many students get lost along the way, hindering Illinois’s economic

3
g IOWth. (This chart models how success rates at each stage impact overall educational attainment. It is not based on longitudinal
data, but is an attempt—using a collection of available data—to illustrate the challenges states face.)
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150% time (on-time not available)
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Graduation Rates

llinois must raise completion rates overall and
place extra focus on closing the college attainment
gap for underrepresented students. *

Graduation Rates by Institution Type On-Time ™ Within 150% of time
47%
35%
21%

Public Two-Year Colleges Public Four-Year Colleges Private Four-Year Colleges
Graduation Rates by Graduation Rates by Race/Ethnicity:
Race/Ethnicity: Public 2-Year Public & Private 4-Year Colleges
Colleges (150% time) (150% time)

e [ 25% e I o
Hispanic . 13% Hispanic _ 45%

African American . 9% African American - 35%

Asian/Pacific Isl. F 18% Asian/Pacific Isl. _ 66%
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Graduation Rates by Campus

Public Two-Year Colleges (150% time)

Frontier Community College 46%
Rend Lake College 44%
Lincoln Trail College 43%
Heartland Community College 40%
Kaskaskia College 39%
Lake Land College 38%
Southeastern Illinois College 33%
Olney Central College 33%
Highland Community College 32%
lllinois Valley Community College 31%
Shawnee Community College 31%
John Wood Community College 31%
Wabash Valley College 30%
Ilinois Central College 271%
Carl Sandburg College 26%
Sauk Valley Community College 26%
Rock Valley College 25%
Southwestern Illinois College 25%
Spoon River College 25%
John A Logan College 24%
Parkland College 23%
McHenry County College 23%
Black Hawk College 23%
22%

Waubonsee Community College
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Graduation Rates by Campus

Public Two-Year Colleges, Cont.

Lincoln Land Community College
Kishwaukee College
Kankakee Community College
Danville Area Community College
Lewis and Clark Community College
Moraine Valley Community College
Elgin Community College

Harper College

Triton College
Prairie State College

Richland Community College
College of DuPage

College of Lake County

Morton College

South Suburban College

Harold Washington College

Wilbur Wright College

Joliet Junior College

Oakton Community College

22%
22%
21%
20%
19%
17%
17%
16%
15%
15%
15%
15%
15%
15%
14%
10%
9%
9%

9%

Malcolm X College 8%
Harry S Truman College 1%
Kennedy-King College 6%
Richard ] Daley College 5%

Olive-Harvey College 3%

Reported by institutions to NCES Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS). Graduation rates for two-year colleges are for
first-time, full-time students completing certificate or degree within 150% of normal program time. Source: U.S. Department of Education,
IPEDS 2007-08 Graduation Rate File; gr2008 Early Release Data File Downloaded 11-05-09; aggregated by NCHEMS.
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Graduation Rates by Campus

Public Four-Year Colleges (150% time)

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign — 82%

Illinois State University __ 70%
University of Illinois at Springfield __ 57%
Eastern Illinois University __ 56%
Western Illinois University __ 55%
Northern Illinois University __ 51%
Southern Illinois University Edwardsville __ 49%
University of Illinois at Chicago __ 48%
Southern Illinois University Carbondale __ 46%

Northeastern Illinois University _ 18%

Chicago State University F 13%

Reported by institutions to NCES Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS). Graduation rates are for first-time, full-time
students completing a bachelor’s or equivalent degree within six years. Source: U.S. Department of Education, IPEDS 2007-08 Graduation
Rate File; gr2008 Early Release Data File Downloaded 11-05-09; aggregated by NCHEMS.
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Graduation Rates by Campus

Private Four-Year Colleges (150% time)

Northwestern University 94%
University of Chicago 92%
Wheaton College 86%
lllinois Wesleyan University 83%
Bradley University 78%
Knox College 75%
Augustana College 5%
Elmhurst College 69%
Dominican University 69%
McKendree University 67%
Monmouth College 67%
Christian Life College 67%
Lake Forest College 66%
Loyola University Chicago 66%
Ilinois Institute of Technology 64%
DePaul University 64%
Illinois College 63%
North Central College 63%
Millikin University 63%
Benedictine University 62%
School of the Art Institute of Chicago 62%
Blessing Rieman College of Nursing 61%
Olivet Nazarene University 60%
59%

Trinity Christian College

Lewis University 57%
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Graduation Rates by Campus

Private Four-Year Colleges, Cont.

Shimer College 55%
North Park University 55%
VanderCook College of Music 54%
University of St Francis 53%
Lincoln College 53%
Saint Xavier University 53%
Quincy University 52%
Trinity International University 52%
Eureka College 51%
Lincoln Christian College and Seminary 50%
Concordia University 50%
Greenville College 50%
MacMurray College 49%
Judson University 48%
Robert Morris College 48%
Aurora University 47%
Lexington College 42%
Roosevelt University 41%
Blackburn College 41%
Rockford College 38%
Columbia College Chicago 34%
East-West University 27%
Saint Augustine College 14%
National-Louis University 9%

Reported by institutions to NCES Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS). Graduation rates are for first-time, full-time
students completing a bachelor’s or equivalent degree within six years. Source: U.S. Department of Education, IPEDS 2007-08 Graduation

Rate File; gr2008 Early Release Data File Downloaded 11-05-09; aggregated by NCHEMS.
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A Note The graduation rates presented here are based on data reported by institutions to
about the U.S. Department of Education’s Integrated Postsecondary Education Data
Graduation

System (IPEDS). These rates reflect the percentage of first-time, full-time students
who complete within 150% of normal program time. (Graduation rates for part-
time students are typically much lower.) These data do not capture the
graduation rates of transfer students—including those who begin at colleges
with some credits already accumulated —or part-time students. Many states have
or are developing longitudinal data systems that would be able to measure the
graduation rates of all students, including part-time and transfer students.

Rates

The IPEDS data are presented here because they are the only nationally available
and comparable graduation rates. Complete College America believes that states
should make the improvement of data systems to more accurately measure

completion rates—and the annual public reporting of those rates—a top priority.
ENDNOTES

! Carnevale, T., Georgetown University Center on Education and the Workforce, 2009. High-growth fields based on
national projections of total new and replacement jobs. http://cew.georgetown.edu/research/jobs/79012.html

2 “College degree” means an associate degree, bachelor’s degree, or higher. National Center for Higher Education
Management Systems (NCHEMS), 2008 (from U.S. Census Bureau, 2008 American Community Survey Public Use
Microdata Sample File.) http://www.higheredinfo.org/

% The pipeline is a model for illustrative purposes and is not based on longitudinal data. Pipeline data
aggregated by NCHEMS: reflects high school graduation rates, college-going rates, college retention rates, and
college graduation rates (using the most recent data available for each metric). For the high school graduation rate,
NCHEMS uses NCES Common Core Data and divides high school graduates into 9™ graders four years earlier.
Future revisions will incorporate the cohort-based HS graduation rates that conform to the definitions of the NGA
Graduation Compact (for states where those data are available), which are more accurate than the current ratio. The
pipeline represents the number of students who graduate from high school within four years, enter college the
immediate following fall, return for their sophomore year the following year, and graduate from college. Two-year
college graduation rates reflect credentials earned within 150% of expected program time, and include certificates
awarded for programs of less than two years; two years but less than four years; and associate degrees. Four-year
graduation rates reflect on-time completers of bachelor’s or equivalent degrees (within four years). The data do
not account for transfers across institutions. http://www.higheredinfo.org/dbrowser/index.php?measure=72

*Aggregated by NCHEMS from IPEDS 2007-08 Graduation Rate File; gr2008 Early Release Data File, downloaded 11-
05-09. Graduation rates are reported by institutions to NCES based on adjusted cohort of first-time, full-time
students. Two-year graduation rates include certificates completed within 150% of normal program time in addition
to associate degrees completed within three years. IPEDS does not report two-year (or “on-time”) completion rates
for two-year colleges. Graduation rates by race aggregated by NCHEMS from IPEDS 2006-07 Graduation Rate File.
Graduation rates for Asian/Pacific Islander and American Indian/Alaska Native students are included only if those
populations represent greater than 5% of the adjusted cohort. Disaggregated graduation rates are excluded for
populations with an adjusted revised cohort size of less than 30, even if that cohort represents greater than 5% of the
total entering cohort. Note that 2008 overall graduation rates may be higher than rates reflected in the
disaggregated data from 2007 based on differences in graduation rates between years. In each instance, “Private”
refers to private not-for-profit institutions only. Graduation rates by campus are presented for Title IV, degree-
granting institutions with an adjusted revised cohort greater than 30.
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